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numerous short expeditions during which they destroyed many
villages in plundering their stores. The most brilliantly executed
of these the Duke of Norfolk reported to the Council before
Boulogne on 2 September:
With hearty recommendations this shall be to advertise your good
Lordships that this evening Monsieur de Bewers [Buren] with his
band, and my son of Surrey, my Lord of Sussex, my Lord Mount-
joy, my brother William, my Lord Latimer, Mr. Treasurer, and
all the rest of the noblemen whom I sent further upon Saturday
at ten at night, returned hither to this camp this night at seven
o'clock, without loss of any man slain, and have made a very honest
journey, and have burnt the towns of Saint Riquier and Riew, both
walled towns, and also the fauxburg of Abbeville, on this side of
the town, where the English horsemen had a right hot skirmish;
and after the coming of the whole army [of the Duke de Vend6me]
retired without loss and burned all the country. And they of
Crotey, fearing our men would have laid siege to the castle, burned
their own town. Our men have brought a very great booty of all
sorts of cattle. The noblemen and gentlemen kept their footmen
in such order that they borrowed nothing from the Burgonians
[meaning the Emperor's troops under Buren gave no assistance],
and finally have made such an excourse that the like hath not
been made since these wars began.43
Although the Duke of Norfolk lauds the expedition as a whole
without especially praising his son, the last sentence of his
report shows that he is proud of Surrey's conduct. As Marshall
of the Field of the English army, Surrey probably was the
leader of the English troops on this raid. Norfolk knew that it
was unnecessary to mention this in his report, but he is careful
to point out that the Imperial troops, over whom Surrey had
no control, contributed little to the success of the expedition.
Having had the opportunity of calling attention to Surrey's
military skill without obviously singing his son's praises, Nor-
folk sent Surrey to report to the King by word of mouth the
situation at Montreuil. Accompanied by Lord William Howard
and his friend and squire, Thomas Clere, Surrey reached the
English camp before Boulogne on n September. If the Earl of
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